1854 to1899
Makers Yard.
Makers Yard tells the story of the hosiery industry
changing from a domestic industry to the regulated
factories we see today.
Framework knitting was traditionally done by domestic
knitters in their homes. They would rent their frames
from their employer and be given a set amount of
yarn with instructions on what to make. The ﬁnished
products would then be collected as the next set of
yarn was delivered. John Brown built the ﬁrst part of
the Makers Yard, 86, in 1854 as a warehouse for his
goods. He would have employed domestic knitters
and rented the frames to them.
Employers like John Brown began to build small
factories to house their frames and have more control
over the knitting process and their employees. He built
82A in 1860 to house his frame shop.
In 1862 Brown completed the complex of buildings
with 82 - 84, another warehouse, which was
connected to the existing warehouse at 86. To protect
the ﬁnished garments from ﬁre the warehouses were
not connected to the factory. Instead small gangways
linked the ﬁrst ﬂoors of the warehouses to the factory
as well as a strong ﬁre door on the top ﬂoor.

Knitting a glove on a frame.
“It took three frames and three knitters to
make a glove.
The ﬁrst knitter formed the cuff of the glove, which
was then passed to the next knitter and attached to
their machine to add the palms.
It was ﬁnally passed to the last knitter who knitted
on the ﬁngers and thumb, one at a time.
The glove was then seamed together by hand to
form a complete glove.
One knitter with their machine could make ﬁve
gloves at once. At any one time 15 gloves would
have been in production.”
Peter Clowes, curator
Wigston Framework Knitters Museum

The conditions at J.Brown & Sons.
John Brown went into business with his sons James
and Charles in 1867 becoming J. Brown & Sons.
Their factory wasnʼt powered so the conditions in
the frame shop were intense.
To allow the knitters to work from dawn until dusk
there were large windows that ran along the frame
shop. However the windows were often smeared
with a waxy substance to prevent the glare of
sunlight in the workshop allowing the knitters to

concentrate on the whole frame and prevent them
from dropping stitches. Hanging around the frames
would be glass orbs ﬁlled with liquid that would
intensify the light from their candles on
overcast days or around dawn or dusk.
In each frame shop there would have been
at least six frames and yarn winders, which
would generate a cacophony of mechanical
noise, to drown this out the workers would
often sing as they knitted.
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