
 Film 

 LCB Depot’s exhibition & events programme highlights work from a different creative practice every 
 month. In March 2022 the focus is on Film, photography and related industries. 

 Work is exhibited across the site and online from  March 7  th  -  24  5h  2022, Mon to Fri, 9am - 5pm 

 To find out more visit  https://www.lcbdepot.co.uk/event/film2022 

 #film @  lcbdepot 

 THE RAW OF LIFESTYLE OF HOSTEL DWELLERS 

 Mpumelelo Buthelezi 

 Visual Artist (Digital Photographs) 

 THE RAW LIFESTYLE OF HOSTEL HOSTEL DWELLERS DWELLERS 

 Nance field Hostel in Soweto used to be one of the apartheid government’s labour dormitories. It 
 gained the fearsome reputation of the brutal Noxus in the 1990s, due to political violence between 
 hostel dwellers and people living in the surrounding areas. Photographer Mpumelelo Buthelezi 
 captured the mood and the evolving lifestyle inside these ageing buildings, now encircled by informal 
 settlements with an estimated population of 3 000. The hostel is home to many young men and 
 women born here after the advent of democracy in 1994. 

https://www.lcbdepot.co.uk/event/film2022
https://www.instagram.com/lcbdepot


 They have turned it into a vibrant, though poverty-stricken residential complex boasting one of the 
 busiest Shisa Nyamas called Mutah, which is famous for its chicken and pap menu and is more 
 hygienic than other vendors in the area. The younger generation plays with their peers across the 
 neighbourhood. Michael Mthetwa is a traditional healer known as Bab’ Mnyambose, who has been 
 living here with his three sons since 2000. He was born in KwaZulu-Natal. He says they used to rent 
 these hostel rooms before. Today more men live here with their families. The government long ago 
 undertook to change these hostels into family units, but local residents have transformed the 
 environment into a homely, tolerant and child-friendly one. 

 R 7000-12000 selling price 

 Artist Bio 

 I was born in the heart of the struggle, in Pimville in Soweto, Johannesburg’s largest township, a 
 sprawl of formal and informal housing where culture drummed the heartbeat of resistance. 

 I was born in the year of democracy, 1994. They call us the Born Frees but education didn’t come 
 free. I taught myself to become a photographer. I did it because I wanted to interpret the time and 
 place I was born into, to tell the untold stories of the communities of my country, to present them as 
 narratives, full lives lived in the margins. 

 My parents had a different dream for me, their born free child. I was sent to study formally and I 
 obtained a Diploma Degree in Engineering at the Central Johannesburg College in 2016 even though I 
 knew I would never become an engineer. 

 Everyone knew about the famous Market Photo Workshop, home to David Goldblatt and Zanele 
 Muholi, and that’s where I studied photojournalism and documentary photography, graduating in 
 2017, the year that protesting students finally won the first signs of free education. 

 He (Mpumelelo Buthelezi) has exhibited his work at Market Photo Workshop student Gallery in 
 Johannesburg, Social Art Award in Germany,  2nd Prize winner Nikon yellow competition, Transitions 
 Rotterdam Foto Festival in the Netherlands, as well as a solo exhibition at WeTilt in Italy. 

 He was on an artist- residency programme with Sir Prof Zanele Muholi and Muholi Productions and 
 is currently on another virtual artist -residency with Wendy Network for arts unchained. 

 He was recently awarded the best photographer of the year under the North-West Media Awards 
 category in 2021. He received a 2nd Heather B. Mattera opportunity for a photography scholarship to 
 New York in 2022. He lives and works in Johannesburg. 

 Instagram: @  icreateimageseveryday 

https://www.instagram.com/icreateimageseveryday/

